DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

her way. Princess Henry agreed with her husband,
and put their case to the Queen. He smarted under
this enforced idleness : he was a soldier's son, his
brothers had seen active service, and it would be a
reproach to him now and to his children hereafter
that he should continue to lead this idle and unmanly
life, when there was so admirable an opportunity for
his serving his adopted country : volunteers were
asked for, and he would not be taking any other
man's place. They had talked it over together and
they both thought it was his duty to go. The Queen
yielded, and within a few weeks of Prince Henry's
arrival on the Gold Coast he was stricken with the
deadly fever of the country. He was invalided home,
and died on the voyage.

The Queen felt his death, not only for her daughter's
sake, but for her own, more acutely and personally
than any loss that had befallen her since the Prince
Consort's death. She had the greatest affection for
him, he had been " our help, the bright sunshine of
our home " : he ought never to have been allowed
to go on the Ashanti expedition. Princess Henry
would not hear of that: it had been right for him to
go, and the tragic consequences must be accepted as
the Will of God. But Osborne was steeped for her
in memories of him who had been her very life, and
she took her four children to Cimiez, where the
Queen would come a month later for her spring
holiday. Never before, since the days of her early
childhood, had this most devoted of daughters been
separated from her mother for so long, and never till
the final separation was there to be a similar parting.
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